
Introduction to Shakespeare Lesson 2: 
Elizabethan Theatre 



  

  

• All pupils will be able to explain how theatre developed in  
Elizabethan times 

• Most pupils will be able to understand how the theatre experience has 
changed from then until now 

• Some pupils will be able to clearly explain the differences between modern 
and Elizabethan theatre. 

To explore the theatre experience in Shakespeare’s time. 

Learning Objective 

Success Criteria 



  

Theatre Rules 

Think of three ‘rules’ you abide by when you go 
to the theatre or the cinema, there is one already 
to start you off.  

Write them down, we’ll come back to them later. 

1. No loud talking during the 
performance. 



  

Think of as many things as you can that 
we can do to entertain ourselves today: 

Entertainment 

Entertainment 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

? 

How many of these were available in 
Shakespeare’s time? 



  

In Shakespeare’s time, there wasn’t as much entertainment as there 
is now. Most people couldn’t read, so that was not an option.  

There was no electricity, so evenings could be long, dark and boring. 

Here are some of the things Elizabethans did in their spare time: 

• Bear baiting 

• Chess 

• Dancing at festivals or holy  
day celebrations 

• Games such as hide and seek  
and blind man’s buff 

• Bowls 

• Cards 

• Go to the theatre 

 

Shakespearean Entertainment 
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Read your information sheet to tell 
you about Elizabethan theatre. 

Let Me Entertain You 

Watching plays and shows was one 
of the most popular forms of 
entertainment.  



  

Wednesday Reading task: 
1. What is another word for a group of actors? 

2. How many female actors were there in Elizabethan 
times? 

3. Why were travelling actors banned? 

4. Why did performances take place in the afternoon? 

5. Why would the writers attached to each theatre 
have been very busy? 

Thursday Writing Task: 
Imagine you have travelled back in time and have 
landed in an Elizabethan theatre during a 
performance. Write a diary entry to describe what you 
saw. Use the work you did for your starter to help you 
to talk about what is different about the 
theatre/cinema of today and the theatre in 
Shakespeare’s time. 

Over to You 



  

Old theatre was our topic today,  
We learned women weren’t allowed in a play. 
The audience was rude,  
Throwing their food  
And insisting on having their say. 

Write a rhyming poem five lines long 
that sums up today’s lesson! 

Poetic Justice 




