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Date: 31st December 2020 
 
 
IMPORTANT - Updated information due to the Government announcement on 30th December 2020 
 
 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
I really do hope that you have had a good restful break over the Christmas period. 
 
Set out below is information regarding the education of your child in January 2021. Please read the section appropriate to the 
year group your child is in. Please also be aware that this may be subject to change based on even further announcements by 
the Government.  
 
Information for parents and carers of children in years 7 and 8 
 
My letter sent out to you on the 21st December set out details of our January return. However, as of the 30th December, the 
Government has now decided to delay secondary-aged pupils return to school by an additional week (a delay of two weeks in 
total). This now means that our Year 7 and 8 pupils will receive online remote learning at home and will not return to us at 
Churnet View Middle School until Monday 18th January. However, if you are classed as a critical worker or a pupil is 
considered vulnerable in Year 7 and 8, they will be able to access a place in school.  
 
The criteria used to determine if a child’s parent is a critical worker, or if the child is deemed to be vulnerable, is provided in the 
following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision We are aware that many 
parents/carers now have different job roles since they were established as Critical Workers during the initial lockdown period. 
Therefore, please read the link to check whether you are classed as a Critical Worker.  
 
Whether your child is in school or at home learning, the work that they complete will be the same for all. Pupils learning from 
home will be able to access work that is on our website but must still follow their normal timetable (Copies of your child’s 
timetable will be uploaded onto our website prior to them engaging with their home learning). Pupils learning from home will be 
able to gain support from their class teacher via email, telephone or Microsoft Teams. More information and links to these 
resources will be sent out on Monday the 4th January 2021.  
 
If you have checked the link above, you are eligible for critical worker status, and you would like to take a critical worker place in 
school for your child, please fill in the form online using the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2ZEO4Wgo4kyLCjxlLqw-
hDU6QgM7WTtGnkJopMwCe39UM0RaQlEzNzUzR0FUOUpBRTFTVlJGSUQ4WC4u Please note, unlike previously, we can 

only offer full time places to critical workers and vulnerable children and therefore not on a part time basis.  
 
Those parents/carers who have already requested a place or those following the link above, we will confirm a place for your 
child no later than 11am on Monday 4th at the latest.  
 
Please be aware that Monday 4th January 2021 is a staff INSET day; therefore, no school work will be set for this day. 
 
Free school meals 
 
The government has not released any details around how children will receive their free school meal entitlement. However, in 
our experience the details tend to emerge very late on. Rest assured that we will make the necessary provisions available and 
contact you as soon as we are able to. 
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Information for parents and carers of children in year 5 and 6 
 
There are no changes for pupils in years 5 and 6. We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  Please note 
that the Government has currently not made any changes to the attendance expectations of pupils where full-time onsite 
education is being offered. Their guidance states: ‘Children for whom full-time on-site provision is being provided should be 
recorded in line with the normal school attendance requirements.’ This means that the school will not be providing home 
learning for the pupils in years 5 and 6, unless they are self-isolating, as they are expected in school.  
 
All parents and carers 
 
Given the nature of ever-changing Government advice due to changes to Coronavirus at a National and Local level, I must point 
out that these plans continue to be subject to change. What has been set out within this letter is a result of guidance as it 
currently stands. This guidance is in conjunction with support from our Trust (The Talentum Learning Trust) and in keeping with 
actions taken from all of the schools within it. 
 
You will have heard in the news how schools are being asked to support lateral flow testing of secondary aged pupils and school 
staff. The Government has not yet provided schools with all the necessary information and guidance, so please keep checking 
your emails, as I will contact you again once I am able to provide you with further information about this. Also, please look out 
for a communication in the new year, requesting consent so that we can carry out lateral flow testing of your child/children. 
 
I thank you all for taking the time to read this letter. If you have any further queries in relation to this information, please 
contact school on Monday 4th January, via email only, using our contact email address: cvm.office@ttlt.org.uk . As school staff 
are not currently in school due to the Christmas break, we will not be able to respond until this date, at the earliest. 
 
Wishing you all a Happy New Year, 
 

 

 
 
S Fryer  

Headteacher 
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