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Date: 27th August 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope that you have all had a fantastic summer break and are well rested and ready for the new academic year. All 

the staff at Churnet View Middle School are looking forward to seeing all of our pupils, in particular those joining us 

for the first time, when school opens on Thursday 2nd September. As we could not provide transition activities in the 

summer term due to restrictions, we have planned an exciting first few days of the new academic year for our pupils. 

The focus will be on settling pupils back in and allowing them to become familiar with their new year group setting 

and the new members of staff they will be in contact with. There will also be opportunities for team building.   

 

Opening times for pupils 

 

If it is that parents/carers need to drop their children off a little earlier, pupils will be able to enter the school site from 

08:15am. However, if you are wishing to bring your child/children to school at this earlier time, please could you 

notify our school office so that we can make necessary provisions available – please email the following 

address cvm.office@ttlt.org.uk .  

Otherwise, we ask that all pupils enter the school site, no earlier than 08:30am and no later than 08:40am. All year 

groups may now enter the school site together using our side entrance. Pupils should not enter the site using the 

larger main gates, located next to the barrier system.  

Staggered starts and finishes to the school day are no longer necessary due to changes in the government guidance. 

However, at the end of the school day, Key Stage 3 pupils will begin to leave school at 15:35pm. This is due to the 

rising number of pupils who will be in attendance with us. It also means that pupils in years 5 and 6 will experience a 

less busy end to their day, which will be at 15:40pm. 

 

Operating procedures for the Management of the transmission of Coronavirus. 

 

Actions to complete before returning to school Years 7 & 8 

 

Before returning to the school site in September, it is very important that pupils in years 7 and 8 (Key Stage 3) 

complete 2 Lateral Flow Tests and report the results (to the NHS https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 

and also to the school’s website  - please click here). These tests should be taken 3-5 days apart, preferably on 

Sunday 29th August and Wednesday 1st September.  

 

If you do not have LFT test kits, they will be available to collect from the school reception area. A text message was 

recently sent out informing parents of pupils in years 7 and 8 that these are now available. Kits are also widely 

available from local pharmacies or can be ordered online https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-

tests. 

 

Should any pupils be unable to complete a LFT test at home, there is a small on-site testing facility at school. Please 

contact the school office via the following email to arrange this (please note this may mean a slightly delayed start 

date for your child). These emails will be read and responded to on Wednesday 1st September. 

Control Measures in school 

What has changed? 
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Schools received revised guidance from the DfE in August. This means that there are some measures which schools are 

no longer required to implement. Our updated risk assessment can be accessed by clicking here Coronavirus 

information. 

 

Face Coverings  

 

Face coverings are no longer recommended in classrooms or communal areas. However, face coverings are still 

strongly recommended for crowded spaces. This means on public or school transport. Please note that if any pupil 

prefers to continue to wear a face covering in school, this is acceptable.  

We anticipate that when pupils return to school from their summer break, there will be an increase in the rate of 

infection both locally and nationally. Until necessary assessments can be made to best mitigate these increases, we ask 

that phone calls, emails and if necessary, video calls are utilised when contacting school. Only in more urgent 

circumstances will we be permitting onsite, face to face contact between parents/carers and staff. If this form of 

contact is necessary, agreed only by a member of the school’s Senior Leadership Team, a face covering must still be 

worn. 

 

Bubble Systems 

 

Schools are no longer required to operate bubble systems, which means that some activities such as assemblies and 

school trips can resume. However, we aim to have designated areas for the different year groups at breaks and 

lunchtimes to support positive behaviour. Toilets will be split into Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 3 toilets. We will advise 

pupils of the correct ones to use when they are back in school.  

 

Track and Trace 

 

Schools will no longer be required to ‘track and trace’ cases as they had previously, but we do continue to have a role 

in supporting and working with health protection teams in the case of local outbreaks. 

 

What stays the same? 

 

There are some control measures which are very important for us all to retain and these are: 

• Pupils and staff to continue to complete asymptomatic LFT’s twice a week (this is due to be 

reviewed by the government at the end of September) 

• Hand and respiratory hygiene (we will continue to ensure pupils are encouraged to wash 

hands regularly/provide sanitiser and encourage the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach) 

• We will maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, including enhanced cleaning of touch points 

• Occupied spaces will be kept well ventilated as much as possible 

• Follow public health guidance when an individual develops covid-19 symptoms or has a 

positive test 

To reduce the transmission of the virus in the community, we ask for your support by reminding your child about 

these measures and particularly continuing with the LFT’s (Year 7 & 8 only).  

 

Other considerations 

It is important to be reminded that Coronavirus has not gone away. The above information could change quickly in the 

event of a local outbreak. We are required to operate a ‘stepping up and stepping down’ contingency plan, where we 

could be advised to implement additional actions should there be a change in the local situation. This may involve 

factors such as asking pupils and staff to wear face coverings in communal areas and classrooms.  

 

What if my child tests positive?  

 

Pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance for households with 

possible or confirmed Coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they 

have COVID-19. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is taken 
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within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the LFD test and the pupil can return to 

school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. We urge you to contact the school office and keep 

us updated with any confirmed or potentially positive results. In these instances, please call or email the school office -

cvm.office@ttlt.org.uk 

 

What happens if the test is negative?  

 

While a small number of pupils may need to repeat the test if the first test was invalid or void for some reason, pupils 

who test negative will be able to come to school and resume their activities as normal.  

 

What if staff or students have been in close contact with someone in school who tests positive?  

 

Close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace. From 16 August those aged under 18 and 6 months identified 

as close contacts will not need to self-isolate and instead will be advised to take a PCR test.  

 

What if my child develops symptoms?  

 

This testing programme at school is for people with no symptoms. If your child develops symptoms at any time 

(including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they must 

immediately self-isolate and book a test by calling 119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test 

 

Attendance  

Please be aware that the Government has issued new guidance over the summer in relation to attendance in school. It 

states that, ‘School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to 

ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school.’  Schools will not be able to use any authorised 

absence codes related to COVID-19 where a parent/carer or pupil is anxious about attending school because 

of COVID-19. If you need support or advice because of this, please contact your child’s author group 

teacher for support in the first instance.  
 

Thank you as ever for your continued support. We are looking forward to working with you, your child and 

family in the academic year ahead.  

 

Yours sincerely 

S. Fryer 

 

 
Headteacher 
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