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WIN CHRISTMAS! 

Who wants to ‘WIN CHRISTMAS’? That’s right, this 

term the school lottery is giving away a truly 

extravagant festive prize bundle containing a huge 

food hamper, luxury artificial Christmas tree, 

wreath, stockings, lights, baubles, table decorations, 

bubbly, chocolate and much more.  

If you haven’t already purchased a ticket, please 

hurry and don’t miss out on this fantastic prize 

draw.  

https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/scho

ol/churnet-view-middle-school 

 

 

 

   

26TH NOVEMBER 2021 

Peter Pan Rehearsals 

We are holding a joint musical between Churnet View Middle 

School and Leek High school for the first time ever! 

Rehearsals for Peter Pan have started for the main cast. The 

Chorus rehearsal will start after Christmas and will join the main 

cast. Rehearsals are every Tuesday after school until 5pm. 

Mrs Wallett has said that the first rehearsal was very promising! 

Overall, there will be 4 performances of the joint musical, Peter 

Pan, on the 5th – 8th of July 2022.  

 

 

 

Churnet View Newsletter   
 

Important dates 

Christmas holiday: Monday 20th December – 

Monday 3rd January 

Back to school (2022): Wednesday 5th January 

Spring half term: Monday 21st February – Friday 25th 

February 

Easter half term: Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd 

April 

 

Muffin Fairy 

Our Churnet View catering team will be giving away 10 free 

muffins every Tuesday until the end of term. Just let the kitchen 

know if you know someone who deserves a sweet treat! 

You can nominate another pupil or even a member of staff! 

 

 
Uniform Expectations 

Please be reminded of our uniform expectations. 

Our latest version can be found by following this 

link: 

https://cvm.ttlt.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/sites/11/2020/01/New-Uniform-

and-Equipment-Policy-1920-converted-2020-2.pdf 

Hoodies and tracksuits tops must not be brought 

into or worn in school and will be confiscated for 

parental collection. Hoodies are not an acceptable 

alternative to a coat. 

 

 

https://cvm.ttlt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/01/New-Uniform-and-Equipment-Policy-1920-converted-2020-2.pdf
https://cvm.ttlt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/01/New-Uniform-and-Equipment-Policy-1920-converted-2020-2.pdf
https://cvm.ttlt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/01/New-Uniform-and-Equipment-Policy-1920-converted-2020-2.pdf
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Recipe: Polar Bear Peppermint Creams 

 Ditch the Blade 

Everyone can make a difference in the fight against knife 

crime. It’s really important that parents, carers and 

teachers continue having conversations about knife crime 

with children and young people so they understand the 

risks and consequences.  

The Ditch the Blade campaign encourages young people 

not to carry knives and to instead choose a different path 

for their lives, one without the risk of prison, serious injury 

or death. 

There is some information on who can help if you are 

worried about a child and think they are involved with 

knife crime.  

https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade 

Ingredients: 

• 250g icing sugar 

• 1 egg white, beaten 

• Few drops of peppermint essence 

• 15 chocolate sweets  

Method: 

 

Step 1: Sieve the icing sugar into a large bowl. Mix in the egg white a 

little at a time – stop adding it when you have a soft dough that feels 

like plasticine.  

Step 2: Add 3 drops of the peppermint essence, mix well and taste. 

Add another drop in if it isn’t minty enough. 

Step 3: Roll half the mixture into 15 balls, about the size of cherry 

tomatoes, then flatten them with your hand to make the bear heads. 

Step 4: Place sheets of baking parchments on a large board or tray. 

Using half the remaining mixture, make blueberry-sized balls and 

flatten them out on the heads to make snouts. Add chocolate sweets 

for the noses.  

Step 5: Use the rest of the mixture to make the ears. Shape them into 

tiny balls and press them gently into the top of the heads with your 

fingertips. Use a cocktail stick to shape the eyes. 

Step 6: Leave the polar bears to dry for 3-4 hours or overnight. Eat 

within 1 month. 

 

 Year 7 & 8 Netball Teams 

A big well done to our incredible year 7 and year 8 girls 

Netball teams. Well done and congratulations for how you 

played but also for the excellent way that your represented 

Churnet View and the values that you all displayed. 

The year 8 team lost their first two matches (they were 

incredibly nervous and lacked some confidence) but after a 

few pep talks, they came back to win their last two matches! 

The year 7 team, at their first ever tournament, won two out 

of their three games! 

https://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ditchtheblade
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Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 10th December will be a designated non-uniform day, with 

the stipulation that pupils out of uniform wear their silliest, cosiest 

or favourite festive/winter knits for the day.  

In support of the Save the Children and Donna Louise/Douglas 

Macmillan Christmas Jumper Day, we are asking for a donation of 

£1, or whatever you can give, to help save children’s lives around 

the world and to raise money for a local charity who constantly 

support families in need. Please donate, via the option on 

ParentPay, either on or before Friday 10th December 2021.  

 

 

 

 

Sports Star of the Week 

The P.E. department would like to send their 

best wishes to Robert Savage, in year 6, as he 

heads out to the Alps to train in preparation for 

the English Alpine Championships. Robert will 

ski in the U12 category and take part in three 

separate races: Giant slalom, Stubby slalom and 

Head-to-head parallel.  

We are all supporting you Robert, and are very 

proud of your achievements! 

Accelerated Reader 

All pupils are able to access the Accelerated 

Reader quizzes whilst at home. Once your child 

has finished reading a book, they can complete a 

quiz to see how well they have understood the 

text. Pupils must achieve 60% or more to pass 

the quiz.  

Please ensure that you access the link directly 

through the school website or via the link below 

as each school has their own domain for the 

programme. 

https://ukhosted116.renlearn.co.uk/1892674/

default.aspx 

If you have any further questions or need your 

child’s login details, please contact their Author 

Group teacher. 

KS2 Panto 

Although we are unable to run our annual pantomime trip to the 

theatre this year, we are delighted to be able to offer an in-school 

performance of ‘Dick Whittington’ to the pupils in year 5 and year 6. 

We have booked for one of the UK’s leading touring children’s 

pantomime companies to come into school to deliver a 90-minute 

performance. This production has been especially written to 

entertain children between the ages of 3-12 years.  

Pupils will be invited to watch this on Wednesday 8th December 

2021. To assist with keeping the pupils as safe as possible, we will 

continue to keep them in their year group bubbles. One year group 

will watch the performance in the morning session and the other 

year group will watch the performance in the afternoon session. 

The cost per pupil is £3.50 and we ask that payment is made via 

ParentPay. Payment is due by Monday 25th November 2021. 

 If your child does not wish to watch the panto, they will be 

provided with lessons for the duration of the play. 

 

 

 

https://ukhosted116.renlearn.co.uk/1892674/default.aspx
https://ukhosted116.renlearn.co.uk/1892674/default.aspx
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Advent: November 28th – December 24th  

What is Advent? 

Advent is a season observed in many Christian churches as 

a time of waiting and preparation for the celebration of the 

Nativity of Jesus at Christmas. Advent begins on the fourth 

Sunday before Christmas day and ends on Christmas Eve.  

Advent means ‘coming’ in Latin and is seen as the coming 

of Jesus into the world. Christians use the four Sundays and 

weeks of Advent to prepare and remember the real 

meaning of Christmas. 

There are three meanings of ‘coming’ that Christians 

describe in Advent. The first, and most thought of, 

happened about 2000 years ago when Jesus came into the 

world as a baby to live as a man and die for us. The second 

can happen now as Jesus wants to come into our lives now. 

And the third will happen in the future when Jesus comes 

back to the world as King and Judge, not a baby.  

Some people use Advent as a time of fasting, study, 

meditation and prayer. Generally, Advent is a time when 

many people are very bust in preparation for Christmas 

Day, cleaning and decorating, buying food and gifts, writing 

cards and letters, and cooking the Christmas feast. 

When is Advent 2021? 

This year, Advent will begin on Sunday 28th November 

2021. 

What is the history behind Advent? 

No one is really sure when Advent was first celebrated but 

it dates back to at least 567AD when monks were ordered 

to fast during December leading up to Christmas.  

In medieval and pre-medieval times, in parts of England, 

there was an early form of Nativity scenes called ‘advent 

images’ or a ‘vessel cup’. These were a box, often with a 

glass lid that was covered with a white napkin, that 

contained two dolls representing Mary and the baby Jesus. 

The box was decorated with ribbons and flowers and 

sometimes apples. They were carried around from door to 

door and it was thought to be very unlucky if you had not 

seen a box before Christmas Eve! People paid the box 

carries a halfpenny to see the box.  

 

 

Advent calendars 

There are many types of calendars used in different countries. 

The most common ones in the UK are made of paper or card 

with 24 or 25 little windows on. A window is opened on every 

day in December and a Christmas picture is displayed 

underneath. When they were first made, scenes from the 

Christmas Story and other Christmas images were used, such 

as snowmen and robins, but now many calendars are made in 

the theme of toys, television programmes and sports clubs. 

The first record of an Advent calendar, in the UK, was in 1956. 

The first calendar with chocolate in it was made in 1958, and 

in the UK Cadbury’s made their first chocolate calendar in 

1971. However, they didn’t sell very many to start with. 

Chocolate calendars really only became popular in the 1980s. 

Advent candles are also used to count down to Christmas Day 

in Advent. They look like normal candles but have the days up 

to Christmas Day marked down the front. On the first of 

December, the candle is lit and burnt down to the first line on 

the candle. The same is done every day and then the rest of 

the candle is burnt on Christmas Day. 

Another type of Advent candle is an Advent wreath to lay on 

your table. An Advent wreath typically consists of greenery 

with four beeswax candles – three purple and one pink. Each 

candle on the Advent Wreath has a specific meaning: 

• Candle one represents hope. It is often called the 
prophets’ candle. 

• Candle two represents peace. It is often call the 
angels’ candle. 

• Candle three represents joy. It is often called the 
shepherds’ candle. 

• Candle four represents love. It is often called the 
Bethlehem candle.  

 

Many Advent wreaths include a Christ candle in the middle of 

the wreath. To celebrate with an Advent wreath, you light a 

candle on each Sunday of Advent. The first Sunday, you light 

candle one; the second Sunday you light candles one and two, 

etc. 
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Christmas Dinner dates 

Please see below our Christmas Dinner dates. Year 5 and 

6 will have their Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 15th 

December and year 7 and 8 will have their Christmas 

Dinner on Thursday 16th December. 

Hanukkah: November 28th – December 6th 

What is Hanukkah? 

Hanukkah, also called the Festival of Lights, is an eight-day long Jewish festival beginning on the 25th day of Kislev on the 

Hebrew Calendar (usually from late November to late December). Sometimes called Chanukah, the word Hanukkah 

means ‘rededication’ and refers to the Jewish miracle of the fight against the Greeks over 2,000 years ago.  

What is the story of Hanukkah? 

The festival reminds Jews of a time over 2,000 years ago when they won their battle against the Greeks to practise their 

religion freely. The Greeks had banned all Jewish rituals. King Antiochus tried to make Jewish people bow down in front 

of a statue of him that had been put in the Jewish temple, and pray to Greek gods, but they refused. A small group of 

Jews called the Maccabees fought against this and, after a three-year war, they won. However, their Jewish temple had 

been destroyed. They cleaned and repaired the temple. Then, to celebrate the victory, an oil lamp was lit in it. Although 

there was only enough oil to burn the candle for one day, it miraculously burned for eight days. This is why the 

Hanukkah festival lasts for eight days and why light is a focus of the celebration. 

Traditions of Hanukkah 

On each night of Hanukkah, one of the eight candles on ‘Menorah’ is lit until all candles are burning on the eighth night. 

This symbolises the candle oil that was meant to only last one day but lasted a whole eight. These lamps or candles are 

placed in windows to remind those who are walking by of the miracle. In modern times, gifts and money are given to 

children. Presents are often exchanged on the last night of Hanukkah.  

Christmas Dinner menu 

Below is our Christmas Dinner menu for all pupils! 

Author Group teachers will soon be asking for your child’s 

order, so we can pre-order their lunch in advance and to 

make sure everything runs smoothly on the day.  
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Miss Fisk’s shoutout 

Miss Fisk would like to congratulate everyone in 7B and 

7D on their incredible efforts with their English 

presentations on racial segregation this week, and 

especially Freya Turner who has made this in her spare 

time.  

 Battle of the Bands – winners! 

A big well done and thank you to everybody who took 

part in the Battle of the Bands!  

The Maths department would like to spend a special 

congratulations and a huge well done to the winning 

house: 

ODIN! 
 

Sportshall Athletics 

On Thursday 25th November, 20 pupils from year 6 took part in Sportshall athletics at Fenton Manor against a number of 

other schools. The pupils started very nervously as it was their first time competing but quickly grew in confidence and 

produced some incredible performances. We are very proud of how you performed and represented our school! 

Woodland Trust: Free Trees for Schools 

We have received a pack of thirty sapling trees from the 

Woodland Trust as part of their Free Trees for Schools 

programme. Rowans, silver birch and cherry trees have 

been planted around the school site to support the need 

for millions more trees in the UK to reach the carbon zero 

target by 2050. 
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Below is this week’s Wow Wall… 

We’re so proud of all our pupils’ achievements and their amazing work.  
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Year 6 

 

 

 

Palacio: 

Braedon Jones 

Evie Powley 

Pullman: 

Charlie Smith 

Lily Hicks 

Stone: 

Barney Wood 

Ashleigh Stevens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Dahl: 

Reece Martin 

Rosie-Mae Simms 

Hughes: 

Yousef Abou-Sheaisha 

Imogen Cope 

Pinfold: 

Lenny Hibbitts 

Maisey Farnell 

Mackenzie: 

Walter Machin 

Emily Barker                                               

 

 

 

Year 7: 

Horowitz: 

Alexandru Stefan 

Autumn Venables 

Howitt: 

Charlie Hulse 

Roxie Roberts 

Philbrick: 

Louis Moss 

Courtney Byatt 

Sachar: 

Leo Leese-Clark 

Isla Bates 

Zephaniah: 

Lucas Hulse 

Florence Brown 

 

 

Year 8: 

 

Thompson: 

Joshua Corden 

Miley Goldstraw 

Carroll: 

Charlie Hine 

Izzy Ellis 

Fountain: 

Jack Gliddon 

Lily Bett 

Morpurgo: 

Ethan Nixon 

Jessica Cook 

Noyes: 

Ashton Walters 

Edie Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all our exceptional 1 winners! 

Below are the pupils who achieved the most exceptional 1 points this week. 

 

Dickinson: 

Carter Burgess 

Chloe Crombie 

Gibbons: 

Ashton Bible 

Emily Pointon 

Hill: 

Archie Goodfellow 

Adele Shenton 

Shelley: 

Toby Noble 

Jessica Lowe 

 

 

Stevenson: 

Jayden Pickford 

Sophie Phillips 

Wilkinson: 

William Umney 

Charlotte Brown 
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Year 8 

Dickinson: 

Ruby Beetham 

Gibbons: 

Anna Zimmermann 

Hill:  

Maryanne Matthews 

Shelley: 

Evie Pickford 

Stevenson: 

Henry Johnson 

Wilkinson: 

Silas Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Dahl: 

Emilia Dutton 

Pinfold: 

Scarlette Sargeant 

Mackenzie: 

Sophie Umney 

 

 

Below are our Core Value winners! Well done to all of you. 

These are the pupils who have been awarded the most core value points this week. All core value points will go 

towards the overall house points. 

 Year 6 

Thompson: 

Joseph Mellor 

Carroll: 

Daisy Wardman 

Fountain: 

Poppy Davies 

Morpurgo: 

Maisie Blackburn 

Noyes: 

Oscar Thompson 

Palacio: 

Abood Al-Asbahi 

Pullman: 

Reuben Wright 

Stone: 

Tyler Holmes 

 

 

 

Year 7 

Horowitz: 

George Simcox 

Howitt: 

Lemara Walters 

Philbrick: 

Jane Trueman 

Sachar: 

Hattie Faulkner 

Zephaniah: 

Joseph Lymer 

 

 


